
DIVISION 5 – SAN PABLO/SUISUN BAY 
 
FLOTILLA 51 – VALLEJO 
Submitted by Steven Johnson 
 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
At the request of Flotilla 51, the cities of American Canyon, Benicia and Vallejo gave out 
proclamation recognizing National Safe Boating week in each case, there was a flotilla 
member that attended city council meetings to receive the proclamations and speak to 
councils. This is a good opportunity to get our safe boating massage out to local 
officials. 
  
On May 16, the flotilla set up a public Affairs/Vessel Exam table at Brinkman's Marina. 
About 40 people were contacted, with some interest in future boating class and vessel 
exams. 
  
VESSEL EXAMS  
At Brinkman's Marina, the flotilla preformed 19 vessel exams that day. Elsewhere during 
the week there was 26 vessel exams done as well.  
 
PROGRAM VISITS 
There was 1 visit was done at the Benicia Marina. 
 
OPERATIONS 
Two of the flotilla 51 members were crew on Auxiliary Facility, String of Peals. The 
String of Peals help out on 2 rescue that day. One boat lost control and hit a barge, lost 
its flying bridge and started to sink in the accident. The other tow was of a man who ran 
out of fuel. 
  

      
 
FELLOWSHIP 
On May 16, the flotilla had a potluck and a barbeque for the members and Coast Guard 
staff at CG Station Vallejo. Everyone had a great time. 
 



FLOTILLA 52 – NAPA 
Submitted by Curtis Han 
 
Vessel Examinations 
May 16 – Cuttings Wharf public launch area; 11 
VSCs, 1 VE re-qualified 
May 17 – Petaluma Yacht Club; 13 VSCs 
May 20 – Napa Valley Marina; 6 VSCs 
May 23 – Lake Berryessa/Hennessy; 7 VSCs 
 
 

 
Program Visitations 
May 16 – Napa; 15 program visits 
May 17 – Napa/St. Helena; 6 program visits 
May 23 – Lake Berryessa/Hennessy; 5 program 
visits 
 
 
 
 

 
Dockwalker 
May 12 – Napa Valley Marina; 6 questionnaires 
and kits distributed 
May 16 – Cuttings Wharf public launch area; 11 
questionnaires and kits distributed 
May 20 – Napa Valley Marina; 3 questionnaires 
and kits distributed 
May 23 – Lake Berryessa; 3 questionnaires and 
kits distributed 
 
 

 
Operations 
May 9 - Benicia Yacht Club safety briefing & 
opening day parade of boats. 1 member boat 
crew on Auxiliary Vessel Osprey 
May 17 – Lake Berryessa; Safety patrol; 1 
member, Coxswain on Auxiliary Vessel Grumpy 
(FL53) 
May 20 – ATON; requested photos of Napa 
Valley River Day Beacon “46” sent to District 
ATON 
 

 



 
Public Affairs 
May 16 – Cuttings Wharf public launch area, 0900-1200 
May 21 – Travis AFB; “101 days of summer” safety day, 0800-1200, 6 members from 
FL52, 53, and 57 participated. 
 

      
 
 
Public Education 
May 9 – Napa; About Boating Safely class; 5 
student graduated; one instructor re-qualified 
 
May 16 – Petaluma Yacht Club; 2-hour boating 
safety discussion. 
 
 
 
 
Memorial Day Service 
On May 25th, 8 members participated in the Memorial Day Ceremony at Veterans Park 
in Sonoma. FL52 members, along with the Coast Guard veterans, represented the U.S. 
Coast Guard and participated in the Raising the Flag ceremony.  
 

      
 



FLOTILLA 53 – NORTH SOLANO CO.  
Submitted by Stephen Cramer     
 
On 16 May, FL53 dedicated a new, larger, 
boating Safety kiosk at the Suisun Marina 
launch ramp, replacing an old unserviceable 
kiosk. Posted current safety information. Chuck 
& Linda McCarty, Stephen Cramer. 
 
Chuck and Linda McCarty conducted VSC’s on 
the Pleasure Cove Marina rental fleet, Lake 
Berryessa. 27 VE’s were completed. 
Arrangements were also made to conduct 
VSC’s on the Markley Cove rental fleet. 
 
 

Conducted a Safety Patrol at Lake Berryessa 
with OPFAC’s Grumpy and Christa II. Coxswains 
were Curtis Han & Lew Derfuss, Coxswain 
Trainee Linda McCarty, Crewing were Chuck 
McCarty, Doug Burke, Roger Smith, & Stephen 
Cramer 
 
Chuck and Linda McCarty also conducted 6 
VSC’s at Lake Berryessa. 
 
 

 
Conducted a PA station and VSC station at Brannan Island. 20 VSC’s were completed. 
Attending were Chuck & Linda McCarty, Randy & Nedla Powers, Willie Burr, Jon 
Pierce, Chuck Burgess, & Stephen Cramer. Qualified two new vessel examiners, one 
more has passed the exam but has yet to complete the five supervised VE’s.  
 
 
Two members attended a PA event at Travis 
AFB on 21 MAY, a joint event with FL52, 53, and 
57. Attending from FL53 were Nedla and Randy 
Powers. Boating safety information and 
Dockwalker kits were also distributed to 
participants of boating questionnaire. 
 
Total VSC’s reported to date during NSBW: 53 
 
 
 
 



FLOTILLA 55 – SONOMA COUNTY 
Submitted by Wil Sumner 
 
Summary of events:  During National Boating Safety Week, Flotilla 55 held or 
participated in 3 Public Affairs Events (Station Bodega Bay Open House, and Boating 
Safety at West Marine, Memorial Service at Pt Reyes CG Station), conducted 153 
Vessel Safety Checks, 8 Dockwalker Surveys, 45 RBSPV visits, and conducted 8 
Safety Patrols on the Petaluma River, Bodega Bay, and Lake Sonoma 
 
Individual Events 
 
Saturday May 16, Vessel Exams were conducted at 
Lake Sonoma Public Launch Ramp by Gary Murray 
and Ron Kram. They conducted 24 Vessel Exams at 
Lake Sonoma until the temperatures hit 100°F so the 
exams stopped for a cool off period. 
 
Saturday May 16, Vessel Exams and Dockwalker 
were conducted at the Petaluma Marina by Tom & 
Shirl Maxson, Neil Shea and Wil Sumner.  We 
conducted 14 Vessel Exams on the yachts moored 
and being launched plus conducted 4 Dockwalker surveys. 
 

Sunday May 17, Flotilla 55 had two facilities (Never 
Forget & MargaRita) performing training, safety 
patrols, PATON verification and VE on the 
Petaluma River.  Participating in this event were 
Larry Kubo, Neil Shea, Jack Rosevear, Jim & 
Gretchen Diekmann, Jeff Tuttle, Stu Halbersma, 
and Wil Sumner. 
 
Wednesday, May 20, Flotilla 55 put on a Public 
Affairs event with West Marine in Santa Rosa. Tom 

& Shirl Maxson had a booth and covered both boating safety and Dockwalker surveys 
at this event. 
 
Saturday, May 23, Flotilla 55, Coast Guard Station 
Bodega Bay and USCG Sockeye put on an open 
house at Station Bodega Bay. There were seven 
CG Auxillarists from Flotilla 55 (Wayne Richardson, 
Hans Burkhardt, Gretchen Diekmann, Phil 
Sanchez, Tom & Shirl Maxson, and Monica 
Santiago plus three CG Auxillarists from Division 5, 
Mike Ungersma, Jim Blackburn and Tom Sarnicola 
attending the open house. The Coast Guard had 
over 550 visitors show up for the event. 



 
Saturday May 23 Flotilla 55, Sonoma County Sheriff and the Army Corp. of Engineers 
conducted Vehicle and Vessel Safety Checks at the Lake Sonoma Visitor Center. There 
were 9 CG AUX personnel that conducted 64 Vessel Examinations on all boats that 
were checked by the Sonoma County Sheriff. In Addition we had one facility on Lake 
Sonoma Conducting safety patrols. Crew and VE were Gary Murray, Ron Kram, Jim 
Diekmann, Stu Halbersma, Ray Van Cleave, Dick Palmiter, Bob Smith, Dan Tinney & 
Jim Roldi with Ray Van Cleave on AUXCOM 
 

Sunday May 24, Flotilla 55 conducted 44 vessel 
exams at both the Lake Sonoma Marina plus the 
Lake Sonoma Public Launch Ramp. Then two 
facilities (Madeline and MargaRita) went on the 
water conducting safety patrols and handing out 
boating safety material to boaters. Crew members 
were Stu Halbersma, Jim Diekmann, Ron Kram, 
Tom Maxson, Shirl Maxson, Gretchen Diekmann, 
Neil Shea, and Wil Sumner with Larry Kubo on 
AUXCOM. 

 
Monday, May 25, Flotilla 55 had two facilities (Madeline, and Blue Water) on Lake 
Sonoma with 7 CG Auxillarists (Stu Halbersma, Jim & Gretchen Diekmann, Linda & 
Greg DeGennaro, Monica Santiago, & Wil Sumner conducting safety patrols and 
handing out boating safety material to boaters. 
 
Monday, May 25, Flotilla 55 and Coast Guard Station Bodega Bay had a memorial 
service at Point Reyes National Seashore, Coast Guard Cemetery for 4 interned Coast 
Guard servicemen that died in service.  There were 6 CG Auxillarists (Tom and Shirl 
Maxson, Mike & Barbara Ungersma, Ron and Margret Kram.  There also were 5 Coast 
Guard Personnel from CG Station Bodega Bay, SC Gagnon, BM1 Armstrong (and staff) 
and CG Chaplain Sutherland from TRACEN.  
 

 
 



FLOTILLA 57 – DIABLO 
Submitted by Bill Becker 
 
On May 16, two members participated on a patrol. 
There was a SAR event during that day. 
A vessel hit the barge in Suisun Bay. 
  
On May 16, Coastie participated in the Open House 
at Lake Merritt. Two of the members were there. 
  
On May 21, two members from FL57 attended a 
Public Affairs event at Travis Air Force Base. 
  
 
On May 23, two members participated in the Coast Guard Station Bodega Bay Open 
House. 
  
On May 25, a Memorial Day Ceremony was held at U.S.S. Hornet in Alameda, CA. 
There were four members that participated. FL57 Flotilla Commander, Tom Sarnicola 
was asked to be a part of the wreath laying ceremony. 
  
There were 25 VE's done during NSBW; 21 passed and 4 failed. 
 

      
 


